
Euonymus japonicus
Euonymus /juːˈɒnɪməs/ is a genus of flowering plants in the staff vine family, Celastraceae. 
Common names vary widely among different species and between different English-speaking 
countries, but include spindle (or spindle tree), burning-bush, strawberry-
bush, wahoo, wintercreeper, or simply euonymus. It comprises about 130 
species of deciduous and evergreen shrubs, small trees and lianas. They are mostly native to East
Asia, extending to the Himalayas, and they are also distributed in Europe, Australasia, North 
America, and Madagascar. 50 species are endemic to China.

Description

The inconspicuous flowers occur in small groups, and can be green, yellow, pink or maroon in 
color depending on species. The leaves are opposite (rarely alternate) and simple ovoid, typically 
2–15 cm long, and usually with a finely serrated margin. The fruit is a pink or white four- or five-
valved pod-like berry, which splits open to reveal the fleshy-coated orange or red seeds.

The seeds are eaten by frugivorous birds, which digest the fleshy seed coat and disperse the 
seeds in their droppings. Many species are used for medicinal use, and parts of the plants can 
be poisonous to humans.

The wood of some species was traditionally used for the making of spindles for spinning wool; this 
use is the origin of the British English name of the shrubs.

Euonymus are popular garden shrubs, grown for their foliage, the deciduous species often 
exhibiting very bright red autumnal colours, and also for the decorative berries.

Horticultural cultivars

Euonymus japonicus is a popular ornamental plant for parks and gardens, both in its native area 
and also in Europe and North America. In particular the numerous cultivars which have been 
selected (often with variegated or yellow leaves) are widely grown in all soil types in sun or shade. 
Some of the more distinctive cultivars are:



 'Albomarginatus' - leaves green, narrowly margined white

 'Bravo' - green and creamy-yellow variegated leaves, upright habit

 'Chollipo'AGM[3]

 'Green Spire' - evergreen columnar narrow shrub

 'Kathy' - green and white variegated, broad leaves, shorter growing than most

 'Latifolius Albomarginatus' - green leaves with broad white margin

 'Ovatus Aureus'AGM[4]

 'President Gauthier' - dark green and creamy-white variegated leaves, slightly more lax 
habit than others
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